
Today’s Message
What About… 

The Church, The Bible, 
& The Beginning?

Ephesians 1:15-23



And God placed all things under his 
feet and appointed him to be head 

over everything for the church, which 
is his body, the fullness of him who 

fills everything in every way.

Ephesians 1:22-23



Some of them, however, men from 
Cyprus and Cyrene, went to 

Antioch and began to speak to 
Greeks also, telling them the good 

news about the Lord Jesus. 
The Lord’s hand was with them, 
and a great number of people 

believed and turned to the Lord.

Acts 11:20-21



The Church of Jesus Christ

2.4 Billion Christians in the world today
37 million churches around the world

34,000 Christian denominations in the world

Ascension 
of Jesus
30 AD? 

Constantine
312 AD 

Persecution

Protestant 
Reformation 

Begins  1517 AD

One Catholic Church Many Denominations Form

Today
2024



…His incomparably great power for us who 
believe. That power is the same as the mighty 
strength he exerted when he raised Christ from 

the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly realms, far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every 

name that is invoked, not only in the present 
age but also in the one to come.

Ephesians 1:19-21



History of the Bible

Old Testament (39 in Hebrew) - 1400 BC to 430 BC

New Testament (27 in Greek) - 40 AD to 90 AD

- John Wycliff - 1st  English translation from Latin (1382 AD)
- William Tyndale - 1st English trans. from Heb./Greek (1521)
- Martin Luther - Translates Heb./Greek into German (1534)
- 47 Biblical Scholars release King James Version (1611)
- Biblical Scholars continue to release reliable translations   
  today from Hebrew & Greek in current language forms.



Most Popular Versions in the U.S.:  1. NIV  2. KJV  3. ESV  4. NLT





From infancy you have known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are 

able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness,  

so that the servant of God 
may be thoroughly equipped 

for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:15-17 (NIV)

From a child thou hast known 
the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto 

salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus. All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 
That the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished 

unto all good works.
2 Timothy 3:15-17 (KJV)



You took in the sacred Scriptures with your mother’s 
milk! There’s nothing like the written Word of God 
for showing you the way to salvation through faith 

in Christ Jesus. Every part of Scripture is God-
breathed and useful one way or another—showing 

us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our 
mistakes, training us to live God’s way. Through the 

Word we are put together and shaped up for the 
tasks God has for us.

2 Timothy 3:15-17 (The Message Bible Paraphrase)



The Bible, God’s Word, will never lose its 
importance, impact, or ability 

to change and transform lives!  Ever!

- Applicable in every country, culture, language
- Best selling book every year on record
- Gideons have given out 1.6 Billion copies
- 50 copies are sold in the U.S. every minute



How does the Church, the Bible, 
and our Faith change lives?

- Jesus came to save 
(The Bible proclaims it; the Church is to share it)

- The Church (us) are to be Salt & Light
(Let your light shine, make disciples)



Psalm 19:7-8
The law of the Lord is perfect,
    refreshing the soul.
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,
    making wise the simple.
The precepts of the Lord are right,
    giving joy to the heart.
The commands of the Lord are radiant,
    giving light to the eyes.
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